Did you these facts about plastic grocery bags used at most stores?

1) Plastic bags are made from non-renewable resources which take hundreds to thousands of years to break down.

2) Although a few places offer recycling for plastic bags, most bags are just incinerated; only 1-3% are actually recycled.

3) 96% are thrown into landfills

4) Many are thrown into streets to block sewers and gutters which leads to flooding.

5) 46,000 pieces of plastic are floating in every square km of ocean worldwide.

6) The US uses 100 billion plastic shopping bags every year which requires about 12 million barrels of oil

7) 2 Plastic bags require 990 kJ of natural gas, 240 kJ of petroleum, and 160 kJ of coal

· Two plastic bags require 990 kJ (kilojoules) of natural gas, 240 kJ of petroleum, and 160 kJ of coal
· large amounts of energy used to acquire oil, such as the large, fuel-burning heavy machinery, and most of the electricity used in the process of manufacturing the actual bags comes from coal-fired power plants
· the manufacturing of plastic bags accounts for 4 per cent of the world’s total oil production
· Grocery bags are made from high-density polyethylene, also known as HDPE. Polyethylene is a non-renewable resource made from ethylene which takes hundreds of years to break down
· The energy used to make one high-density polyethylene (HDPE) plastic bag is 0.48 megajoules (MJ). To give this figure perspective, a car driving one kilometer is the equivalent of manufacturing 8.7 plastic bags. If a country such as Ireland, with approximately 1.23 million shoppers, switched 50 percent of plastic bag users to cotton, 15,100 ton of CO2 emissions would be saved every year. This is equivalent to one person driving around the world 1,800 times.
· the manufacturing of two plastic bags produces 1.1 kg of atmospheric pollution, which contributes to acid rain and smog.
· the manufacturing of two plastic grocery bags produces 0.1 g of waterborne waste, which has the capability of disrupting associated ecosystems, such as waterways and the life that they support
· most plastic shopping bags are made in countries with few environmental regulations (e.g. China... further effecting their human health in this region)
· Container ships used to transport these bags to each consumer country use fuels which produce high levels of pollutants, such as sulfur
· of the estimated 4 to 5 trillion plastic bags produced per year, North America and Western Europe account for nearly 80 per cent, with the U. S. eventually throwing away 100 billion plastic grocery bags annually
· Toxic emissions produced during the extraction of materials for the production of plastic grocery bags, their manufacturing, and their transportation contribute to acid rain, smog, and numerous other harmful effects associated with the use of petroleum, coal, and natural gas
· Although few places offer recycling for plastic grocery bags, 96 per cent of all grocery bags are thrown into landfills
· bag can last up to 1000 years, inhibiting the breakdown of biodegradable materials around or in it
· Lightweight plastic grocery bags are additionally harmful due to their propensity to be carried away on a breeze and become attached to tree branches, fill roadside ditches or end up in public waterways, rivers or oceans.
· In this century, an estimated 46,000 pieces of plastic are floating in every square kilometer of ocean worldwide
· Most distressing, over a billion seabirds and mammals die annually from ingestion of plastics
· when a bird or mammal dies in such a manner and subsequently decomposes, the plastic bag will again be released into the environment to be ingested by another animal.
· When bags end up in gutters and sewers, they get clogged and can often lead to flooding. It also leads to stagnant water which attracts mosquitoes and other parasites
· Kills animals who eat them by mistake
· Plastic grocery bags also have the potential to leach their chemical components and toxins into soil and water sources, which can be passed on to humans, resulting in health dangers such as neurological problems and cancers
· Costly litter collection and disposal >> taxes>> loss of money for gov't funds
· only 1-3% are recycled
· plastics are made from many different resins, and because they cannot be mixed, they must be sorted and processed separately. Such labor-intensive processing is expensive 
· the price of oil used to produce petrochemicals for making plastic resins is so low that the cost of virgin plastic resins is much lower than that of recycled resins
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